
 
 

Employed 

 

Which courses can I take? 
If you are currently employed or self-employed and you meet the nationality/visa and residency 
requirements above, you can apply to any of the available Springboard+ courses.  

 

How much of my fees will be covered? 
If you are applying to a course at level 6 on the National Framework of Qualifications (NFQ), your 
fees will be covered in full. For courses at levels 7 to 9, you or your employer will need to pay 10% of 
the course fee. 

Working Family Payment / Community Employment Scheme 

If you are in-receipt of the Working Family Payment or on a Community Employment Scheme, your 
fees will be covered in full, regardless of the course NFQ Level, but you should discuss your intention 
to take a Springboard+ course with your DSP case officer before applying. 

 

How do I prove I am in employment? 
You will need to provide documentation that clearly shows you are either employed or self-
employed which you will be ask to provide this before you start the course. This can be one of the 
following: 

Employed Self-Employed 

Recent Payslip Recent document from Revenue confirming self-
employment 

Recent letter from your employer 
confirming you work for them 

Recent letter from your employer confirming you work for 
them Recent letter from your solicitor or accountant 
confirming your self-employed status 

Recent letter or statement from 
Revenue demonstrating your current 
employment   



 
 

Recent Graduates 

 

Which courses can I take? 
If you graduated from an NFQ Level 8 degree within the 12 months prior to the start of a 
Springboard+ course, and you meet the nationality/visa and residency requirements above, you can 
apply to any of the available ICT Skills Conversion courses. 

 

How much of my fees will be covered? 
If eligible, your fees will be 90% covered. You will need to pay the remaining 10%. 

 

How do I prove my status? 
You will need to provide the transcripts from the NFQ Level 8 degree you recently completed. 

 

Unemployed 

 

Which courses can I take? 
If you are not currently working, receiving a qualifying welfare payment from the Department of 
Social Protection (unless you are formerly self-employed), actively seeking employment, and you 
meet the nationality/visa and residency requirements above, you can apply for the majority of 
available courses. 

However, you won’t be eligible for any of the 2-year-long courses (i.e. part-time ICT Skills Conversion 
courses) if you are in-receipt of a Jobseeker’s payment (including Farm Assist, Fish Assist, and 
Qualified Adults of Working Age). You may be eligible for one of these courses if in-receipt of other 
payments but you need approval from your DSP case officer first. 

 

Which DSP payments are accepted? 

• Jobseekers Benefit 
• Jobseekers Allowance 



 
 

• One Parent Family 
• Disability Allowance 
• Qualified Adults of Working Age 
• Carers Allowance 
• Farm Assist/Fish Assist 
• Widow's, Widower's or Surviving Civil Partner's Contributory or Non-contributory Pension 
• Blind Pension 
• Deserted Wives Allowance 

If you are signing for social insurance contribution credits, you can also apply. 

It is important to discuss your intention to apply for a Springboard+ course with your DSP Case 
Officer before applying. Only they can confirm that taking a course will not affect your DSP payment. 

If you are formerly self-employed, you do not need to be in receipt of a DSP payment. 

 

How much of my fees will be covered? 
If eligible, your fees will be covered in full. 

 

How do I prove my status? 
You will need to provide documentation that clearly shows you are either unemployed and in-
receipt of a qualifying DSP payment or self-employed which you will be ask to provide this before 
you start the course. This can be one of the following: 

Unemployed Formerly Self-Employed 

A recent document from DSP or your 
local INTREO office confirming you 
receive a qualifying payment. 
(Statements for many DSP payments are 
downloadable directly from the 
MyWelfare.ie website) 

A letter/statement from Revenue confirming you are no 
longer 

 trading or a similar letter from your (former) accountant. 

 
A sworn declaration stating you are no longer self-
employed. 
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